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Contractors and the various 
trades that bring a building 
from documentation to real 
life need a well-coordinated 
set of construction documents 
that link the drawings and the 
assemblies/products depicted 
within the drawings to a 
unique and complete 
specification manual. It is 
important to establish an 
outline spec at an early stage 
of the project to assure the 
drawings and those relevant 
spec sections are coordinated 
throughout the design, 
construction, and occupation 
phases of the project. 

Drawing Set Specifications
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The construction documents (drawings + specification manual) are one of the 
critical interfaces between the design team and the construction team. The 
drawings give the dimensions and coordination of the specified products and 
the specifications provide the detail that the contractor needs to be able to 
price, coordinate, order, install, and certify that the products in the finished 
building meet the requirements of various codes, regulations and standards. 
For projects that are required to comply with MN B3/SB2030, the B3 front end 
specification helps to provide an outline for project teams to integrate B3 
specific requirements into existing specifications.
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1. NAVIGATE TO THE B3 HOMEPAGE
(WWW.B3MN.ORG)

2. CLICK ON “DOCUMENTS”

http://www.b3mn.org/
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1. Scroll/locate the Front End Specification Template (Word Doc) link

2. Download the linked Microsoft Word Doc File (editable .docx format)
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1. Open the downloaded file in Microsoft Word (also note this can be opened in google docs if you would like to share 
it with others to co-work online within the same document).

2. Review the disclaimer and general description of the front-end template on the cover sheet.
3. The “Project Goals” section includes important information that situates the project within the B3 Guidelines.
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1. Review the file for compatibility with project specifications. 
2. Make any changes necessary to general formatting before continuing to edit and cull the 

template to fit the project.
3. Cull or add relevant “related sections” to the list on a project-by-project basis. Remember to 

update this if you are using the template for multiple B3 projects within your office.
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Section 1.5 details some of the requirements for ensuring the products and assemblies that are specified and drawn in the 
construction documents perform as planned. 
This has two major steps, (1) Allowing for 3rd party verification and (2) correction of non-compliant work.
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Section 1.6 gives an overview of how the MN B3 guidelines are organized and self-references the specification.
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Section 1.7 references individual specification sections that are outside of Section 01 81 13 (This B3 Front-End 
Specification). Each individual section that was included in Section 01 81 13 - 1.3 of this front-end spec should have 
a corresponding altered section that includes submittal requirements for each type of product or system that is 
specified.

It is important to note that MN B3 does not have a specific program similar to those utilized some federal entities 
related to specific products that can be used in a project. The MN B3 guidelines do however require specified 
products, assemblies, systems, etc. to meet the requirements through their documented performance criteria.
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Part 2 – Products connects the actual products, assemblies, and systems that are generally specified within the 
project’s specification manual to the applicable MN B3 guideline(s). This helps project teams coordinate the 
specification’s acceptable products/manufacturers, performance requirements, and other areas that are defined with 
the specification with the specific requirements and guideline sections of the MN B3.
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Within Part 2, there are specific guidelines which will help teams specify 
products, assemblies, and systems that meet the requirements of various MN 
B3 guidelines. 

For instance – interior materials have a specified standard with the B3 
guidelines that projects must meet through the specification of acceptable 
products, materials, systems etc. in the specification manual.
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There are various exceptions to the I.1 B3 requirements for products that are detailed in this section. For instance, 
products that do not have more than 2 compliant manufacturers from the list of databases that rate/evaluate products 
(listed in section D) do not need to comply with the requirements of guideline I.1
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The listed databases are good resources to find compliant products that meet the requirements of various sections of 
the MN B3 guidelines. A combination of these databases/resources should be used. It is also important to note that 
this space is changing rapidly and new standards and corresponding databases are being added. We will try to keep 
this list updated to reflect these changes but please reach out to info@b3benchmarking.com if there are additional 
resources that are being used in your office frequently and are missing from this list.

mailto:info@b3benchmarking.com
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There are various sections of the MN B3 guidelines that specify certain performance criteria for products. For instance, 
Guideline I.1B has requirements for VOC limits, chemical content, and methylene chloride or perchloroethylene that is 
common in certain types of paints, coatings, adhesives, and sealants. These requirements are applicable when these 
assemblies/products are wet-applied on site. 

Please refer to the .docx file for complete listings of guideline specific information.
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Note there are also various areas of Part 2 where projects using the small buildings pathway (20,000 gsf maximum 
conditioned space) have certain exceptions wherein they do not need to meet the same level of detail, or they have 
slightly different requirements. These items are listed in the front-end specification with an “*” asterisk at the 
beginning of the guideline/requirement.
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Guideline M.2A Environmentally Preferable Materials requires 55% of the total building materials 
used in the project must be salvaged/reused, recycled content, recyclable, bio-based, responsibly 
sourced, or regional. 
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Part 3 – A Miscellaneous - relates to the execution of the construction work on site and contains various aspects that 
affect the project’s compliance with the MN B3 standards.
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Part 3 – B Materials - relates to the materials and products that are auxiliary to the construction and assembly of 
specified products. These auxiliary products have requirements that affect the project’s compliance with the MN B3 
standards.
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We have also provided a sample submittals section. In this case for Thermal Insulation (07 21 00) This provides the necessary documentation 
and types of declarations that are necessary to assure a product meets the requirements of the various applicable sections of the MN B3. This 
example will shift depending on material, assembly, etc. but should serve as a good starting point for project teams to integrate these 
requirements into their specifications so the submittal process enables a double check.
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MN B3 
Front End Specification

An intro to a new template/tool for B3 project teams

For questions or comments please send an email to info@b3benchmarking.com


